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About the Author 

 

    Rob writes fun, funny, fast-paced kids’ books that are perfect for 
reluctant readers. And when he’s not writing, you can usually find 
him somewhere in the greater Boston area trying to make his 
trumpet sound like something other than a dying goose. It’s a work 
in progress.  
 
You can visit him online at www.robvlock.com. 
 

 

This Guide 

 

     The purpose of this guide is to help educators bring the world of Sven 
Carter to life in their classrooms. Inside, you’ll find discussion 
questions, research projects, and extension activities to promote 
learning. This guide is not meant to be followed page-by-page; instead, 
select what works best for you and your students. Make reading a 
worthwhile experience for all involved and create a community of readers. 
 
 

Praise for Sven Carter & the Trashmouth 
Effect 

 
“This book will keep middle grade readers entertained and shaking 

their heads at the ridiculousness of it all. The story relies on 
impossibly dangerous action scenes and slapstick humor—a fairly 
winning combination for the target audience. Sven and his friends 

are the perfect motley crew of outcasts determined to save the 
world. VERDICT Over the top and full of laughs, this title is 

recommended for medium and large middle grade collections.” — 
School Library Journal 

 
"Vlock keeps readers entertained with silly situations along the way with a 

page-turner that’s entertaining right down to the Acknowledgments section, written in 
the form of a hilarious one-act play. Hand this fast-paced romp to an adventurer in the 

making." — Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 
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Book Summary 
 
 

 Sven Carter—part boy, part robot—is on a mission to save himself from destroying the 
human race in this fun and funny MAX novel! 
 
     Ever since Sven Carter was caught eating a moldy blueberry muffin under the gym 
bleachers, earning himself the nickname “Trashmouth,” he’s been his school’s 
biggest outcast. 
 
     But he soon discovers that having a lame nickname is the least of his worries. After 
a horrible wipeout involving a bike, a ramp, and a chocolate-anchovy-garlic-mint 
wedding cake (don’t ask), his left arm just…well, it falls off. But before Sven can even 
remove the stray anchovy from his nostril, his arm drags itself across the pavement 
and reattaches itself to his shoulder! 
 
     That’s when Sven learns he’s not a kid at all, but a “Tick”—a high-tech synthetic 
humanoid created as part of an elaborate plot to destroy the human race. Now Sven, 
his best friend Will, and his tough-as-nails classmate Alicia must face down a host of 
horrors—killer clown-snakes, a giant Chihuahua, the stomach-churning Barf Bus, 
murderous roast chickens, and even Sven’s own brain—to save humanity from 
permanent extinction. 

 
 

 
 
 

Sven Carter & the Trashmouth Effect  
by Rob Vlock @ 2017 

 
ISBN: 9781481490139 

Publisher: Simon & Schuster - Aladdin (MAX) 
Hardcover: 400 pages 

 
Ages: 9-13 years 
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Common Core Alignment 

 
 

Although readers of many ages will enjoy Sven Carter, this guide has been 
aligned to the Common Core for Grades 4-7: 

 
 
Grade 4: RL.4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.6, 4.7, 4.10; W.4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 
4.7, 4.8, 4.9, 4.10; SL,4.1, 4.2, 4.4, 4.6 
 
Grade 5: RL.5.1, 5.3, 5.4, 5.6, 5.7, 5.9, 5.10; W.5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5, 5.6, 
5.7, 5.8, 5.9, 5.10; SL. 5.1, 5.2, 5.4, 5.5, 5.6 
 
Grade 6: RL.6.1, 6.3, 6.4, 6.5, 6.6, 6.10; W.6.2, 6.3, 6.4, 6.5, 6.6, 6.7, 6.8, 
6.9, 6.10; SL.6.1, 6.2, 6.5, 6.6 
 
Grade 7: RL.7.1, 7.3, 7.4, 7.6, 7.10; W.7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5, 7.6, 7.7, 7.8, 7.9, 
7.10; SL.7.1, 7.5, 7.6 
   



Before Reading 
 
 
1. Look carefully at the front cover and title of the book: 
 

● What do you see? What jumps out at you? 
● How do the images, shapes, and colors make you feel?  
● What type of a book do you think this will be based on what you 

see? 
 
 
2. Read the inside flap of the book jacket: 
 

● What are you wondering about? 
● What predictions do you have for the story? Why? 
● What questions do you have for the author? 

 
 
3. This book focuses on an adventure involving robots! What do you know 
about robots? Have you ever seen one in real life? Do you think that robots 
are important to our society or harmful? Why do 
you feel this way? 

 
 
4. Complete the anticipation guide. Share your 
thoughts with a partner before reading the novel.  
 
 
5. Practice using vocabulary words from the story 
using the “Vocab Preview” sheet. See additional 
activities for other options or further review. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Name: _______________________ Date: _______ 

 
Anticipation Guide 

 
DIRECTIONS: Read each of the following statements listed below. 
Respond in the LEFT column whether you agree (A) or disagree (D) with 
each statement. 
 

Before Reading 
Agree (A) or 

Disagree (D)? 

Statement  After Reading 
Agree (A) or 

Disagree (D)? 

  1. Friends should always be similar to one 
another. 

 

  2. When your feelings are hurt by a friend, you 
should ignore the person until the situation is 
solved.  

 

  3. It is okay to only have one friend.   

  4. Friends should never compete against one 
another.  

 

  5. All kids have the same hopes and dreams 
when it comes to school.  

 

  6. It is okay for a friend to call you names.    

  7. When someone new becomes a part of your 
class, you should observe them first before 
getting to know them. 

 

  8. Science is a topic that is better understood 
by boys rather than girls.  

 

  9. There is only one type of family.   

  10. You should never do things that scare you.   

  11. Being brave in a dangerous situation is 
better than letting the end result happen.  

 

 
 



Name: _______________________ Date: _________ 

 
Vocab Preview 

 
DIRECTIONS: Read each sentence from Sven Carter & the Trashmouth 
Effect. Write what you think the bolded word means based on the context 
clues.  

 
1. Corroded (Page 4): “Just before I started pedaling toward the Wreckinator, a pair of 
crows landed on the rim of a corroded garbage barrel about ten feet away and stared 
at me with their shiny black eyes.”  
 
I think this word probably means ___________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
2. Agonizing (Page 11): “‘Why did you do that?’ I growled, clenching my teeth against 
the agonizing throbbing that radiated from my shoulder, arcing across my entire 
chest.”  
 
I think this word probably means ___________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________. 

 
 
3. Delusion (Page 35): “‘Now, now. That is the best place for it. The 
sooner you forget about this delusion , the better off you will be, 
yes?’”  
 
I think this word probably means ____________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________. 

 
 
4. Outcast (Page 46): “Ever since our first class together in third grade, Brandon had 
done everything in his power to make me an outcast in everybody’s eyes --- and make 
me feel like the world’s biggest misfit, the universe’s ultimate outsider.” 
 
I think this word probably means ___________________________________________ 



 
______________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
5. Facade (Page 51): “There were never any cracks in her cold facade that I could use 
to get a foothold on conversation, though, so we never ended up talking.” 
 
I think this word probably means ___________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
6. Incessant (Page 61): “The waiting room was so quiet that the soft gurgling of the fish 
tank filter practically sounded like a raging waterfall. Over its incessant gurgle, I could 
hear my own heartbeat, punctuated by anxious, quivery breaths.”  
 
I think this word probably means ___________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
7. Infiltrating (Page 98): “‘And if the Ticks have their way, they’ll do the same with the 
rest of the human population of Earth. They’re already spreading, infiltrating cities, 
preparing for...something.’”  
 
I think this word probably means ___________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________. 

 
 
8. Tangible (Page 110): “She flashed him a look that made the 
laughter die in his throat. A glare that radiated a dangerous, 
almost tangible threat.” 
 
I think this word probably means 
___________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________. 
 
 
9. Whimpered (Page 158): “‘Doesn’t look like an improvement to me,’ Will whimpered, 
ducking behind a potted plant.”  
 



I think this word probably means ___________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
10. Fabricated (Page 175): “‘I replaced the human Dr. Manson Shallix well before you 
were fabricated to ensure your true nature would not be discovered.’”  
 
I think this word probably means ___________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
11. Sinister (Page 192): “For half a dozen seconds, we stood there listening to the 
sinister laughing. Then I saw a shadow move.”  
 
I think this word probably means ___________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
12. Quivered (Page 236): “Will’s bottom lip quivered, and he rubbed 
his eyes with the back of one huge hand.”  
 
I think this word probably means  
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________. 
 
 
13. Anxiety (Page 247): “Hot tears began spilling from the corners of my eyes. Anxiety 
ate away at my self-control, and I felt a terrible compulsion building.”  
 
I think this word probably means ___________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
14. Corrugated (Page 287): “The place was clearly an old junkyard. Here and there, tall 
stacks of rusted, junky cars --- even taller than Flushosaurus Rex --- towered above 
the ground. Three squat, corrugated metal buildings sat among them.”  
 



I think this word probably means ___________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
15. Accumulated (Page 306): “Junkman Sam led us across the compound, weaving 

between piles of scrap metal, columns of worn tiles, and 
various accumulated debris.”  
 
I think this word probably means 
___________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Additional Vocabulary Activities 
To Be Used While Reading Sven Carter 

 
● Vocabulary Journals: Have students keep a running list of words they 

encounter while reading the novel. These should be words that interest 
them, so that they can use the terms in their own writing.  

 
● Vocabulary Jenga: Students are given a pile of cards with vocabulary 

words from the novel. They then divide into groups and place the cards 
face down. Each player takes a turn picking a card and defining or using 
the word in a sentence. If done so correctly, that person has a chance to 
pull a piece from the Jenga tower...without causing it to fall! 
 

● Word Masters: Selected students act as “word masters” while reading a 
predetermined amount of chapters or pages. The 
masters choose three words to learn, illustrate, 
and teach to the class.  

 
● Vocabulary Charades: Students divide into two 

teams and are given words from the book to act 
out. Classmates take turns guessing each correct 
word. The team with the most points at the end 
wins! 

 
● Basketball Shots: Students divide into teams. Each person is given a 

vocabulary word to define or use in a sentence. If she answers correctly, 
she has a chance to make a basketball shot into the trashcan from a 
predetermined area in the classroom. Those who make it in earn five 
points for their team. The most amount of points at the end of the game 
wins! 

 
● Whatchamacallit: Students use the eraser end of their pencil to “draw” a 

picture of something from the book. They then write vocabulary words 
(and their definitions or sentences, etc.) on the eraser dust. After they 
have finished writing, they wipe the dust away to see a fully formed 
picture! Color can be added using crayons, colored pencils, or markers.  

 
 



Discussion Questions 
 

Chapters 1-12: 
 

● In the beginning of the novel, we quickly see that Sven is not a regular human. 
What are some clues to prove this?  

● How would you describe Will? What type of a person is he? What textual 
evidence proves this? 

● What characteristics of both Sven and Will make them good friends? 
● Why does Sven feel bad for Alicia? How has his opinion of her changed by the 

end of Chapter 8?  
● Who is Pumpkin? How does she add to the eerie feeling of Chapter 11? 
● What were the pros and cons of Sven sneaking out at night? Knowing what 

happened by the end of Chapter 12, do you think it was a good idea for him to do 
so? Why or why not?  

 
Chapters 13-30: 
 

● Read the following excerpt from Page 93: 
 

“We are. Humans. All of us. And the fight is going to decide the fate of the 
entire planet Earth. It’s not like a regular war between countries. It’s a 
war between species.” 
 

What is the significance of this scene at this point in the plot? How does it relate 
to what has been happening in Sven’s life? Explain.  

● In Chapter 14, how does Alicia explain what cyborgs are 
to Sven? How does this connect with the excerpt above? 

● Create a timeline of events describing the history of 
Ticks according to Alicia. Include the following terms: 
Cherynobyl, Laboratoriya 54u, exclusion zone, and 
Synthetics. 

● What does Sven learn about his birthmark? How does 
this help confirm Alicia’s story? 

● Why does Sven walk to school in a “paranoid haze” and 
suspicious of everyone in Chapter 15? How can you sympathize with his 
feelings? Describe a time when you were in a similar mindset as Sven.  

● Who is Brandon Marks? What is your impression of him based on what we 
observe in Chapter 15? How does his thoughts and actions support your 
thinking? 

● What advice would you give to Sven to help him cope with Brandon’s bullying?  



● What has Alicia helped Sven realize about himself?  
● What is the motivation behind Alicia’s hatred of Ticks? Explain using details 

from the text.  
● On Page 120, Sven cries out: 

 
“I don’t know how you think I’m dangerous to anyone...I’m just a big  
failure at everything I do! Everyone hates me! My dad thinks I’m a  
screw up! My mom thinks everything is great because she’s too oblivious  
to realize that her son has only had one friend in his whole life! And now  
you’re here telling me I’m dangerous! The only thing I’m dangerous to is  
my own social life!” 
 

Describe the feelings Sven is experiencing here. Do you think he is being 
rational in his thinking? Why or why not? 

● What is the purpose of the character, Fake Me in the plot? How does he provide 
comedic relief during intense scenes in the story? Do you think the author did 
this on purpose? Explain. 

● What does robot Dr. Shallix reveal about Sven in 
Chapter 24? How did Sven react to this news? 

● Re-read Page 185. What does Alicia reveal about her 
family? Does she have a right to feel the way she does 
about Ticks? Why or why not? 

● Irony is a literary device authors use when writing to 
show a hidden or unexpected meaning to someone or 
something. Think about the snakes in Chapter 26. 
What is ironic about them? Explain.  

● Do you think it was okay for Alicia and Sven to use Mr. 
and Mrs. Schmidt’s hotel room in Chapter 28? Why or why not? 

● Would you like to have a fake version of you like Sven had in Fake Me? What are 
the advantages and disadvantages? While your robot form was going through 
your daily activities, what would you be doing?  
 

Chapters 31-48: 
 

● Why do you think Sven’s father wants him to sneeze so badly? How has this 
affected Sven internally? What reaction does Alicia have to this? 

● What is the Flushosaurus Rex and who created it? How does Sven learn about 
this creation? 

● Who is Junkman Sam? What do we learn about him in Chapter 33? Do you think 
he can be trusted? Why or why not? 

● What plan does Alicia come up with in order to save Sven? Is it logical? Do you 
think it will work? Explain.  



● How has Sven and Alicia’s relationship grown since the beginning of the novel? 
How do you know? Use textual evidence to support your ideas.  

● Throughout the novel, we learn about Will’s OCD. What does it cause him to do? 
Can he control it? If you were friends with Will, how would you help him cope? 

● What is the purpose of the email on Page 366? What does it leave readers 
thinking about?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



After Reading 
 
1. Return to the anticipation guide completed before reading the novel. 
Re-read the statements and mark off your opinions using the right 
column. Discuss how your views changed or stayed the same with a 
partner.  
 
2. Using at least three of the questions you wrote when previewing the 
book, write a letter to the author about the story’s plot and characters.  
 
3. Participate in a whole class discussion about the ending of the novel. 
Was it satisfying? Were there any loose ends not tied up? What character 
would you like to learn more about?  
 
4. Name some ways Sven’s and Alicia’s personalities differ. Why do you 
think they worked so well together? 
 
5. A sequel to Sven Carter & the Trashmouth Effect is 
being released on October 16, 2018! Let’s make some 
predictions! In a small group, discuss possible 
storylines and the direction the characters will take.  
 
6. Create a list of questions regarding the novel to 
discuss with the class.  
 
7. Create a chart identifying character traits of the following: Sven, Will, 
Alicia, Dr. Shallix, and Brandon. Include specific details from the text.  
 
8. Rob Vlock uses various techniques to keep readers interested in the 
storyline. Make a list of at least five examples and discuss how they affect 
reader motivation and engagement.  
 
 
 
 
 



Extension Activities 
 

● Create a comic strip, illustrating some part of the story.  Use 
pictures and text. Get creative! Share your final product with a 
younger student or sibling.  

 
● Design a book trailer for Sven Carter & the Trashmouth Effect. Use 

iMovie or Animoto. Include the title and author of the book as well as 
a combination of text and pictures to “hook” the viewers of the 
trailer so that they will want to read the book. These can be shared 
in class or posted on a school webpage.  

 
● Choose a scene to dramatize. Work with classmates to present your 

final product for the class. 
 

● Write a book review for the novel. Include the major characters, 
setting, and conflict, but do not give away the ending. Explain your 
opinion of the book, who you would recommend it to, and why. 
Consider sharing the review online after getting permission. 

 
● Using art supplies, design your own version of a Tick. What aspects 

will be similar to those in the book? What will be different? Why?  
 

● Select a chapter from the book to rewrite from a different 
character’s point of view. Think about how it would change, what 
information would be given or left out, etc. Share your writing with a 
peer.  

 
● Create “Character Wanted” posters featuring Sven, Alicia, Will, and 

Fake Me. Include a reason as to why they are “wanted” based on 
events in the book.  

 
● Do some robot research! Use resources from the library and Internet 

to learn more. Share your findings in a written report, video, poster, 
or presentation.  

 



● Create a skit depicting a local news reporter interviewing Sven and 
Alicia at the end of the plot. Present this as a group.  

 
● Write a diary entry from the point of view of Alicia as she struggles 

with whether or not to trust Sven.  
 

● Work with a group to design a board game based on Sven and 
Alicia’s adventure. Include key landmarks and scenes from the 
novel.  

 
● Write a new ending for the novel paying close attention to how it 

would fit in with the existing storyline.  
 

● Pretend Sven and Alicia were going on vacation. What items would 
each character pack in a suitcase? Why? Share your ideas on a video 
response site such as Flipgrid.com or LetsRecap.com. 

 
● If Sven and the other characters in the novel were given awards, 

what would they be? Think BIG! Create an award for a character and 
explain why he or she earned it.  

 
● A scrapbook is a great way to honor memories in one’s life. Use craft 

supplies to design one for Sven commemorating the events of the 
novel. Draw or use magazine clippings to add to each page. Include a 
few captions or notes from Sven about each event.  

 
● Create a timeline of the major plot events in the novel using pieces 

of paper taped together. This can be done after reading or even 
while reading and added to over time. Use color and text.   

 
● Work in a small group to record a podcast about the book. Be sure to 

include the title, author, opinions, etc. Post a link on a teacher or 
librarian webpage.  

 



● Read another book about a character with a similar personality to 
Sven. Compare and contrast how they go through their daily lives 
and deal with challenges.  
 

● Create a poem or song summarizing the plot of the novel. Present it 
to the class.  
 

● Pretend that the author asked you to make three changes to the 
plot. Design a presentation on Google Slides or Powerpoint 
describing these changes and how they would impact the characters 
and the rest of the novel.  
 

● Visit the Museum of Science website and read about Leonardo Da 
Vinci, a genius inventor: https://www.mos.org/leonardo Create a 
graphic organizer identifying key facts about Da Vinci’s life and 
work. Then, design a presentation (poster, song/rap, slideshow, 
etc.) explaining what you learned.  
 

● Either in combination with the above activity or alone, visit the sites: 
https://www.mos.org/leonardo/activities/gadget-anatomy and 
https://www.mos.org/leonardo/activities/inventor-workshop 
to identify the components of various gadgets. Then, try creating an 
invention of your own!  

 
● Celebrate the Hour of Code on December 3rd! Visit 

https://hourofcode.com/us for various ways to practice coding.  
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